In Search of the Kingdom


”  …Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.” Matthew 21:31 (NRSV)


Mark Twain once suggested in one of his tongue-in-cheek treatises that he had NO desire to go to heaven as he had hard time suffering through one hour in church!  Consequently, how would he be able to stand the sounds of harps and singing all day long?    I don’t know if he captured an accurate view of heaven.  However, from various descriptions I have heard from numerous pulpits about streets of gold, halos, and crowns maybe Twain is only relating part of the anticipated scenes.


Some years ago I was requested to deliver a message on “after life” – more specifically heaven - by a men’s group. Considering the numerous messages that I had heard on the topic, I thought it would be easy topic to gather material on so I accepted their invitation.   I was surprised to discover that although a considerable portion of our hymnals is devoted to heaven, there are relatively few references in scripture to “after life”.  Further, the existing biblical references are quite ambiguous.  This discovery resulted in my wondering where the songwriters and preachers derived their material on this topic!


After lengthily reflection on the limited verses in the Bible relating to heaven, I decided that one would not need a g.p.s. to get there, as the potential for Kingdom of God appears to dwell within each believer!  Jesus clearly stated the kingdom was here on earth just waiting for us help develop it.  He did not regard the Kingdom as some far-off place we enter when we die. So when Jesus says that tax collectors and prostitutes “are going into the Kingdom of God ahead of you,” He is referring to the fact that by entering into a relationship with Him, they’ve already entered the Kingdom and it is their task to help develop it here on earth.  


In his book Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith, Rob Bell writes: “For Jesus, the question wasn’t, how do I get to heaven, but how do I bring heaven here?” Consequently, our mission is less about heralding the wonders to be found when one passes through those pearly gates and it is more about helping them understand that they can enter the Kingdom of God today!

